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FATHER’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE: CHRIST IS BORN! LET US GLORIFY HIM!   
This holy time of the year — filled with family togetherness, gift giving, and heartfelt sharing 

— is, in the deepest sense, a time of prayer and reflection.  

John 3: 16 for God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever be-

lieves in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  
 

Let us sing with the angels, “Glory to God in the Highest, and 
on earth, peace to all of good will!”  Christmas is all about 
celebrating.  In this glorious feast we celebrate life, faith, 
love, mercy and God’s goodness to us.  We celebrate Christ 
who came to show us the Father’s enduring love.  Let us be-
come what we celebrate, a little more loving, faithful, merci-
ful, and self-forgetful, like Christ our Savior.    

That night in Bethlehem when Jesus was born, the angel an-
nounced good news of great joy to all people. It was a mes-
sage of the Savior’s birth a Savior available to all, one 

through whom all people, no matter who you are, can be saved. Christmas is a mes-
sage that we must share. After the shepherds saw the Babe lying in a manger, they 
‘made known abroad the saying which was told to them concerning this child.’ All 
who have Christ as Savior must share this message with everyone they meet, a 
message of Peace and Good Will. 

May we this year celebrate the Christ of Christmas with our hearts. It is my hope 
and prayer that we will focus upon Christ not only in this year’s celebration but al-
so in the new year to come. I hope we will look back and reflect upon the prophecy 
of Christ. May we, too, join and proclaim  just as the angels on that night of cele-
bration, "I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people." Let us 
pray we cling to the experience of the promise and presence of our Lord and Savior 
each and every day remaining in 2019 and throughout the new year. My prayer is 
that we experience afresh and anew a celebration of Christ in our lives. I would 
hope we can humble ourselves enough to truly worship the Christ Child in the man-
ger scene and acknowledge Him for who He truly is, and not what the world — or 
at times even we in our human frailty— want Him to be.  

In the midst of all our current challenges and concerns, the love of God the Father 
is made manifest to us in the wonderful gift of His Son, Jesus. With the angels in 
Bethlehem, our faith moves us to sing: “Glory to God in the highest and peace to 
His people on earth!” We recognize that true peace on earth flows from our recog-
nition and praise of God in our lives. May the wondrous message of Christmas not 
end on Christmas Day, but live on in our acts of kindness and good will to one an-
other.  

May our Lord Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem, bless you, your families and loved 
ones at this blessed time of hope and grace. May the Blessed Theotokos, and name-
sake of our church watch over you and our beloved Assumption Parish always. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 Father Constantine 

December 2019 



DIVINE SERVICES 

MONTH OF DECEMBER 
MATINS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:00AM 
 
Friday, December 6th, Saint Nicholas, Feast day 
Divine Liturgy 9:00am. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 22nd, Matins 9am, Liturgy 10am 
Followed by “A Traditional Christmas Pageant” 
with Church School Students & Christmas Carols 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25,  
CHRISTMAS  DAY  

Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord  
Matins Service 9:00 am, Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

MONTH OF DECEMBER 
Sunday, December 1st 

READERS SERVICE 
Epistle Reader: Dean Harris 
Ushers: Vicky Fullmer, John Apostle 
Agape Fellowship: Host Needed 
  
Sunday, December 8th 

Epistle Reader: Bill McCurdy 
Ushers: Tressa Rockwood, John Mermigas 
Prosphoron: Trisha Reddin 
Agape Fellowship: Host Needed 
 
Sunday  December 15th 
 
Epistle Reader: David Sandborgh 
Ushers: Tim Swore, Vicky Fullmer 
Prosphoron: Evangelia Papapavlos 
Agape Fellowship: Host Needed 
 
Sunday, December  22nd  

Epistle Reader: Philip Homan 
Ushers: Tom Beseris, Dave Harmer 
Prosphoron: Rebecca Tysor 
Agape Fellowship: Filio Paloukos 
 
Sunday, December 29th 
Epistle Reader: Dean Harris 
Ushers: Goldie Homan, Tressa Rockwood 
Prosphoron: Sophie McCurry 
Agape Fellowship: Host Needed 
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PARISH MINISTRY CALENDAR 

 Sunday, December 8th Parish Council 
Meeting. 

 
Tuesdays, December 3rd, 10th, 17th. 
 Bible Study 6:00pm, Conference Room 
 
 BIBLE STUDY will resume after Christ-

mas in the new year on January 7th. 
 
Sunday, December 15th 
 Pageant Rehearsal after the Liturgy 
 Youth Group Christmas Caroling with Hol-

iday Baskets  following Pageant Rehearsal 
 Last day to return  Christmas Stockings. 
 
Sunday, December 22nd – Christmas Pageant  

 

Nominations for PARISH 

COUNCIL and the 2020 

Parish BUDGET Ap-

proved. 
 

At the recent General Assembly, the 2020 
Budget was approved and nominations for new 
Parish Council members took place. The As-
sembly nominated members for four vacancies 
they included Tim Swore, Tressa Rockwood, 
Tony Hoskin, and Goldie Homan for a three 
year term. Since no other names were nominat-
ed the four members will take the oath of office 
in January with the remaining members of the 
Parish Council, they include John Mermigas, 
John Apostle, Tom Beseris, Vicky Fullmer, 
Pauline Thiros, Philip Homan and Dave Harm-
er. The Council will elect their 2020 officers at 
their upcoming  meeting in January. 
                                                                                                     
Reports were given by parish ministries which 
included, Sunday School, Youth Group and 
Dance Group, by Candice Apostle, and The La-
dies Philoptochos by Sophie McCurry. A report 
was also given by Dave Harmer regarding the 
success of this year’s Festival. Stewardship re-
port was given by Tressa Rockwood and Father 
Zozos gave his report about the well-being of 
the parish. 
 
Betty Angelos also gave a positive report 
about the recent audit. The following were 
selected as the new Audit Committee, they 
include: Betty Angelos, Angela Fullmer 
and Vivian Goodner.  



 CHRISTMAS DIVINE SERVICES 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 15TH, Matins 9:00AM, Divine Liturgy 10:00AM;  

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal. 
 
DECEMBER 22ND SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY—Matins 9AM, Liturgy 
10AM followed by “A Traditional Christmas Pageant” presented by our parish 
Church School Students and our church choir,  also the arrival of St Nicholas and 
Christmas Carols. 
 
WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS DAY  DIVINE LITURGY 

                         Matins Service 9:00AM    Divine Liturgy 10:00AM 

PARISH CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPE 
An offering envelope for Christmas was included with the Parish Christmas Card for your consider-
ation. You may mail your Christmas Donation to the church or bring it with you during Christmas 
services. Thank you. 
 
We invite all of our faithful here at the Assumption to attend the Divine Services as we celebrate the 
Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Bring your family, your friends and neighbors so we can 
worship and thank our Lord who opened the door to salvation and everlasting life. Please join us in 
singing the beautiful hymns and carols and exchanging the greeting “CHRIST IS BORN, LET US 
GLORIFY HIM.” 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22nd 

Attention parents: our  Church  School will be presenting a Tradition-
al Christmas Pageant following the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, De-
cember 22nd. 
Please make every effort to attend the Liturgy so you and your chil-
dren can experience the true meaning of Christmas through the Na-
tivity Pageant and receive Holy Communion together. 
The secular world with its glitter offers us a different festivity; our Ho-

ly Church offers a spiritual celebration, one devoted to Our Lord. Please allow your children to partici-
pate in the deeper meaning of Christmas. 
The teachers will need your assistance with costumes, rehearsals and on the day of the pageant. Please 

contact Candice Apostle and offer your help.  
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
Our Youth will be Christmas Caroling and bringing good cheer 
and dropping off a basket of gifts and goodies for each of the vis-
its. The planned visitation will take place on Sunday, December 
15th, following pageant rehearsal.  
 
Parents please encourage your children to participate in the 

Youth Ministry so they can have fellowship with their peers. Our 

kids today face many challenges in school; the youth  ministry gives them an opportunity to enjoy a 

Christ-centered atmosphere. 

DECEMBER SCHEDULE  

Sunday, December 15th-Christmas Caroling with Holiday Baskets  following Pageant Rehearsal  

Sunday December 22nd-Christmas Pageant following the Divine Liturgy 
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PHILOPTOCHOS: FAITH IN ACTION  

PARISH CHRISTMAS STOCKING GIFT PROJECT   
Many of us look for ways to reach out to the less fortunate in 

our community in an effort to make their Christmas season a 

little brighter. This holiday season, as in the past, we are spon-

soring the Christmas Wish Tree. We will be helping two differ-

ent organizations. The first is The Bannock House 

(Deadline Date Dec 15th), which houses youth who are 

homeless, because of their misfortune, they are not able to be 

with their family or in a foster home.  They will be spending 

Christmas at the Bannock House.  They have many needs.  The 

other group we will be helping through SEICAA and Care 

Connection of Idaho is called SOCKS FOR SENIORS (Deadline Date Dec..10th), they help  Seniors 

of the community who are shut-ins without family.  They also have many needs. 

 

(SEE PHILOPTOCHOS ARTICLE ON PAGE 8 FOR DETAILS REGARDING GIFTS) 

2019 PARISH CHRISTMAS CARD FORM 

One of the wonderful traditions of our Parish is to share greetings for 
the Christmas Season and the New Year with each other. The Parish 
will once again send each Steward of the Parish a beautiful color Byz-
antine Christmas Card depicting the Nativity of Our Lord. In order to 
cover postage, mailing and printing a free-will donation is welcomed. 
We hope you will join your fellow parishioners and consider including 
your name as part of the Parish Christmas Card.  Whatever amount 
you decide will be greatly appreciated.  

 
 

 

  PARISH CHRISTMAS CARD SIGN-UP 

Please PRINT NAME as you would like it to appear in the card: 

NAME_______________________________________________________________                                            

AMOUNT of FREE-WILL DONATION: $_____________ 

RETURN SLIP TO THE CHURCH WITH YOUR DONATION:   

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, PO Box 4567 Pocatello, ID 83205 

https://images.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjw-smLjb7eAhVTq4MKHXkUANwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fchristmas%2Bstocking&psig=AOvVaw0xSIcy5PR-9pFPf-oRVGN4&ust=154153649546


GUIDELINES for the NATIVITY FAST  

 The Orthodox Church prepares its faithful to welcome Christmas in a worthy manner by 
means of a 40-day Nativity fast, which lasts November 15th to December 24th. It is the opportunity 
given to prepare ourselves for the annual celebration of our Savior’s birth on December 25th. By 
avoiding certain foods (particularly meat and dairy products while also focusing more on our 
Christian duties (prayer, study, self-reflection and helping others), we can enjoy the grace of more 
spiritual calm and less worldly stress.  Each  individual and family should discuss to the degree they 
wish to observe the fast according to their particular situation, for example the elderly, the infirm, 
young children, illness, medication, etc. Note there is no abstinence of fish, shellfish, vegetables and 
vegetable products, olive oil, fruit and wine. Without damaging or endangering our health, when we 
depend less on externals and on our own needs, we can cultivate a deeper relationship with God and 
more dependence on Him  

 The Thanksgiving Holiday: several years ago, responding to the request of the faithful under its 
jurisdiction in America, the Patriarchate of Constantinople applied “economia” and discreetly grant-
ed its blessing for those who live in America to break the fast around Thanksgiving while focusing on 
the unity of the family and the “Eucharistic” aspects of the feast, but quickly return to the observance 
of the fast afterwards.  

Those wishing to donate a poinsettia plant to decorate the Sanctuary for the Feast of the 
Nativity of Our Lord may do so by completing the Poinsettia Plant Form in the Epistle 
and mailing it with their remittance to the church (PO Box 4567, Pocatello, ID 83205.) 

You may offer the beautiful poinsettia plants for the health or in memory of a loved one. Their names 
will be remembered during the Christmas Day Liturgy. 

DONATION: $15.00 PER PLANT 
Name __________________________________________________ 

Number of Plants_________________________ 

Amount of Donation $_____________________ 

(FIRST NAMES ONLY) 

Health of_______________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
In Memory of___________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

SANCTUARY POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

THE GREAT FEAST of  EPIPHANY LITURGY, SUNDAY, JANUARY 5TH 

mankind for the first time: God the Father’s voice 
is heard from Heaven, the Son of God is incarnate, 
standing physically in the Jordan, and the Holy 
Spirit descends on Him in the form of a dove. The-
ophany is the culmination of the Orthodox Christ-
mas Season which starts on December 25 and ends 
on January 6th.  
The parish will celebrate the sacred day of Epiph-
any on Sunday, January 5th  following the Divine 
Liturgy. We encourage the faithful to attend and 
receive the Lord’s Blessing.  

Although we commonly refer to the 
Great Feast celebrated on January 6th 
as Epiphany, it’s easier to understand 
the feast from the definition of its for-
mal name, Theophany, which is from 
the Greek theophania, meaning 

“appearance of God.” Theophany is the feast 
which reveals the Most Holy Trinity to the world 
through the Baptism of the Lord. When John the 
Baptist and Forerunner baptized Christ in the 
River Jordan, the Holy Trinity appeared clearly to 
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2020 AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS YOUR LOVE… 

PROVIDING FOR THE FUTURE, SERVING THE PRESENT 

 

IN ORDER TO MEET OUR BUDGETARY NEEDS WE WOULD LIKE TO ASK EVERYONE, IF 

POSSIBLE, TO INCREASE THEIR PLEDGE FOR 2020 

 

Stewardship is caring for the needs of others. 

Stewardship is offering one's self to God as He offered Himself to us. 

Stewardship is what a person does after saying "I believe..." as proof of that. 

 Stewardship: A Way of Life 

The Church belongs to each of us. It is our second home. It is a place to come together to learn 
the teachings of Jesus Christ and enjoy Orthodox Christian fellowship. In order to sustain a 
place of worship, we are obligated to fulfill certain needs, both functional and financial. As our 
Church community grows, our needs increase. The Church requires the time, talent and treasure 
of all of our members to function successfully. 

Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence 
and responsibility before God. Stewardship begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our 
love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of our 
lives comes as a gift from Him. Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer back to God a 
portion of the gifts with which we have been blessed. 

An Active, Annual Commitment 

An Orthodox Christian Steward is an active participant in the life of the Church. The parish en-
courages all who accept the Orthodox Faith to become practicing Stewards. Each year the Stew-
ard is expected to carefully review his or her personal circumstances and make a commitment of 
time, talent, and treasure to support the Parish and her Ministries. 
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We are stewards of  the free will God gave us! 
 The reason He gave us free will is that we may freely choose to follow Him  all the way to 
Heaven. How are you using the free will God gave you? Are you choosing to follow Christ all the 
way to heaven or have you chosen to follow your sinful passions and desires all the way to 
hell?  As a steward of the free will that God  has given you, the choice has been left in your hands. 
   In addition, we are stewards of the planet earth to preserve it and not pollute it. We are 
stewards of the great privilege of prayer whereby we may approach the heavenly throne at any mo-
ment to find grace to help in time of need.                               
We are stewards of the Bible. God's promises are for you. 
Read them! Claim them! Memorize them! We are stewards of money and our possessions. Money 
says everything about us, about our values, about our commitment. In the final analysis, it is our 
checkbook that shows what our true priorities really are, who or what is really our God! 
 I love this definition of Christian stewardship: 
"Stewardship is the ecstasy of giving the best we have to the one we love the most." The question 
the Psalmist asks: "What shall I give to the Lord in return for all His benefits towards me?"  
(Ps 116:12), is answered in the liturgy when the priest invites us to offer "ourselves and one anoth-
er and our whole life to Christ our God."   
 
Excerpt from Daily Vitamins for Spiritual Growth, Vol.3, by Anthony M. Coniaris.  
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 2019 ASSUMPTION STEWARDS 

AS OF NOVEMBER 25TH 

Father Constantine A. Zozos  

Betty Angelos 

James Annest 

John & Candice Apostle 

Chris Arvas 

Jim Arvas 

Chris & Naglaa Bargelski 

Gregory & Sophia Barkdull 

Tom Beseris and Molly Swallow 

Belayneh Yimer & 

Mahlet Asfaw 

John N. Christ 

Mary Frances Cozakos 

Nick Cozakos 

Evangelia Dialina 

Les & Helene Poulos-Edmo 

Stella Firkins 

Angela Fullmer 

Vicky &  Rocky Fullmer 

Justinia Gardner 

Nicholas & Stella Gdontakis  

Vivian Goodner  

Frank Grant 

Beverly Harmer 

Dave &  Jeanne Harmer 

Dean &  Kathy Harris 

Goldie Homan 

Philip Homan 

Wilma Homan 

Anthony & Svitlana Hoskin  

Gus & Demetra Kalabokias 

John Davis Katsilometes  

Maria Katsilometes  

Scott & Elly MacDonald 

Tom & Dina Manolis 

Vlasios Manolis 

Treon Maroudas 

Mitch & Sophie McCurry 

William James McCurdy 

John & Stephanie Mermigas 

Gregory & Olenda Painter 

Sam & Filio Paloukos  

Elaine Papapavlos 

Evangelia Papapavlos 

Maria Poulos 

Trisha & Colby Reddin 

Yolanda Riech 

Tressa &  Scott Rockwood 

David Sandborgh  

Annie Semons 

Rita Sherburne 

Jeff & Panayota Short 

Lloyd Swore 

Maria &  Tim Swore 

Karen Solomon 

Phil &  LuAnn Spain 

Steve & Jacque Swanson 

Pauline Thiros 

Effie Tsakrios * 

Nicholas & Tacia Tsakrios 

Rebecca and Scott Tysor 

Anna & John Workman 

Eleni Young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Stewardship Program  
Thank you for your pledges and regular payments 
toward stewardship. As we head toward the end of 
2019, it is more important than ever to make your 
pledge if you have not done so. Your 2020 Pledge 
Commitment Card will shortly be mailed to you for 
your NEW Pledge.  Please take this opportunity to 
pledge your time, talent, and treasure for 2020. 

.  

List of Stewards This list of Stewards reflects those who have made their 2019 Stewardship Com-
mitment or contributed to their 2019 Stewardship Commitment as of November 25th. We thank them for 
their generosity and loving support. We invite you to join with them joyously and support the ministries 
of the Church.  



LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY 

Faith in Action   
 

 

-To help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the sick, the orphaned… 
-To preserve and perpetuate Orthodox Christian concepts and the Orthodox Christian Family 
-To promote participation in the activities of the Greek Orthodox community… 
 

These are the beginning lines you will find in the Philoptochos Mission Statement.  It is during the 
holiday season that we seem to feel the mission most strongly. Your Philoptochos is always working 
diligently to achieve this mission sent by God. 
 This holiday season, as in the past, we are sponsoring the Christmas Wish Tree. 
We will be helping two different organizations. The first is The Bannock House, which houses youth 
who are homeless, because of their misfortune, they are not able to be with their family or in a foster 
home.  They will be spending Christmas at the Bannock House.  They have many needs.  The other 
group we will be helping through SEICAA and Care Connection of Idaho is called SOCKS FOR 
SENIORS, they help  Seniors of the community who are shut-ins without family.  They also have 
many needs. 
 There will be silver and gold stars in a basket where you pick up your candles upon entering 
the church.  Please pick up a star or two, on the back of the stars are written the items you can donate.  
Please DO NOT wrap the items you purchase.  Upon returning items, put them in a bag and IN-
CLUDE THE STAR YOU CHOSE, so we will know where to deliver your donation. Items for the 
Seniors are due by Dec. 10th.   The items for Bannock House Youth are due by Dec.15th. 
 Thank you ahead of time for your generosity.  We have ALWAYS had such great support 
from you on our Christmas Wish Tree. You are truly making a difference to many souls on the beauti-
ful Christmas Celebration of our Lord’s birth!     

Sophie McCurry, President  
Ladies Philoptochos Society 
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GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT! 
A Taste of Greek Cooking and Other Favorites is more then just a cookbook, 
because Greek food is made with more than just ingredients from a recipe. It 
includes the heart and soul of the cook. For over a century, parishioners of our 
beloved parish have shared their Greek Cuisine with fellow Americans 
throughout Idaho, and western Wyoming via the “Annual Greek Festival.” 
The Women of the Parish and members of Ladies Philoptochos Society have 
collected these recipes with well-tested, easy-to-follow instructions. The new 
cookbook was a best seller at our Festival this summer. It would make a great 
gift for the Christmas Season to a family member or close friend. Order your 
Cookbook today ($20.00). Contact Tressa Rockwood at church or text her at 
208-251-8105. 
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NOURISHMENT FOR THE SOUL  
If we are repeatedly irritated by a person we are close to, it is not their problem, but rather our own. 
The irritation is our reaction. They are being who they are — and if we have not realized that yet, 
then we must simply accept them with their character flaws and all. The other person is responsible 
for his own sins. But I alone am responsible for my actions. Anonymous  



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please offer names (first name only) to the clergy for mention during 
services. Please also offer names (first name only) of those who are 
suffering from illnesses so they can be included in our prayers and the 
prayer list to be published in The Epistle Newsletter.  
Contact Father Constantine (805) 570-6525 to submit your names. 

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 
Heavenly Father, physician of our souls and bodies, who sent Your only 

begotten Son and Lord Jesus Christ to heal every sickness and infirmi-

ty, visit and heal also your servants: Christopher, Freda, Larry, Maria, Judy, Ignatius, 

Elaine, George, Barbara, Tom, Nicholas, Argie, Matthew, Jeff, Jacqueline, Dianna, 

Alton, Lloyd, Anna, Pete,  Athanasios, Betty,  Larry,  Paula, Stacey, Orestes, Helen, 

Catherine, Andrew, Mary, Steve, Nicholas, Scarlett, Elizabeth, Marie, Demetrios, An-

gie, George, Martha, Melissa, Galina, Sofia, Cheryl, Christ, Carolyn, Paul, Mary, 

Nick, John, Elaine, Nicholas, from all physical and spiritual ailments through the 

grace of Your Christ. Grant them patience in this sickness, strength of body and spirit 

and recovery of health. Lord You have taught us through Your Word to pray for each 

other that we may be healed. I pray that You heal these Your servants and grant to them 

the gift of complete health.  For You are the source of healing  and to You I give the 

Glory, to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Prayer in time of  

Suffering 
Grant us, O Lord, we 
ask Thee, Thy divine 
strength to endure our 
tribulation with com-
plete submission to Thy 
will. 
Thou knowest our mis-
eries and sufferings, 
and to Thee, our only 
hope and refuge, we 
flee for relief and com-
fort, trusting in Thy 
infinite love and com-
passion, that in due 
time, when Thou know-
est best, Thou will de-
liver us from this trou-
ble, and turn our dis-
tress into comfort, and 
we shall rejoice in Thy 
mercy and exalt Thy 
Holy Name, + O Fa-
ther, Son and Holy 
Spirit, now and always, 
and unto the ages of 
ages. Amen. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Hi Father Z, 
We were in the 4th quarter with 20 points and Northern Colorado had 26. After a punt 
we were on the offense at the other teams 40 yard line, and slowly, yard by yard ran the 
ball up the field to the 15. Our guys made it inside the red zone with a replacement 
quarterback, all we needed was a touchdown and the extra point to win. On the second 
down the other team called a timeout and gathered their team, their WHOLE team. 
While a few of our guys stood around on the field I watched as everyone who came from 
Northern Colorado gathered on the field in one massive huddle. Then the timeout ended 
and the play began. Our quarterback threw a pass only to be intercepted with 30 sec-
onds left. The game was over. Someone on the Northern Colorado team realized a great 
fact - this wasn't a game of eleven guys against eleven other guys, the real teams were 
whoever you put on the field versus whoever they put on the field. And for Northern Col-
orado that was all 50 of them. For Idaho State we had 5000 supporters but we only put 
11 on the field. 
 
This made me think of the new Icons and the Liturgy. In the Liturgy there are no specta-
tors, as "no one is a Christian at second hand." As you know, Liturgy comes from two 
Greek words - laos and ergon, "people" and "work." Put them together and we get "the 
work of the people." As Father Schmemann said, "The Liturgy is, before everything else, 
the joyous gathering of those who are to meet the risen Lord and enter with Him into the 
bridal chamber." Who are "those who gather?" They are the young, the old, the poor, 
the tired, and the hungry of our Pocatello parish. But they are not the WHOLE church. 
They are joined by the Saints, the Martyrs, the Angels and our Holy Mother. The invisi-
ble church joins the visible and appear before us on the walls and in our singing. This is 
the WHOLE church. The Icons on the walls of the Assumption are not there to remind 
us of good people who have died. They are Holy Images revealing those who worship 
with us and live because Christ lives. 
 

In Christ 

HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY!!! 

The parish wishes 
the very best to 

Lloyd Swore (Tim 
Swore’s father) on 
the occasion of his 

98th Birthday. 
Lloyd is a War 

World II veteran 
who also served for 
14 month in Athens. 
Still active and en-
joying life and his 

family.  
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 Parish Organizations & Ministries 
-Philoptochos Society: Sophie McCurry 

-Church School, Youth Ministry:  
Candice Apostle 

 
-Choir: David Sandborgh 

-Acolytes: Dean Harris, Philip Homan 

-Bible Study: Fr. Constantine Zozos 

-Chanters: Pete Papapavlos, David 
Sandborgh, Vivian Goodner 

 
-Catechism Class: Father Constantine 

-Epistle Readers: Philip Homan, David 

Sandborgh,  Dean Harris, William 

McCurdy, Frank Grant 

-Holy Bread:  Rebecca Tysor, Trisha 
Reddin, Sophie McCurry, Evangelia 

Papapavlos, Demetra Kalabokias 
 

-Youth Dance Group: Angela Fullmer 
 

-Festival : Maria Swore, Trisha Reddin 

YOUTH GROUP FUN NIGHT AT GERONIMOS!! 
Lots of fellowship and fun...was enjoyed by all. 

LIFE IS TRULY EXCITING IF YOU LIVE IT WITH THE LORD! 


